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KASBAH’s New Project!KASBAH’s New Project!  
KASBAH’s Latest Development KASBAH’s Latest Development   

KASBAH are proud to announce that a 
new property has been purchased in 
Northfleet, Kent for a dual purpose;  
supported living and much needed respite 
for KASBAH members with the added  
benefit of flexible office space in the garden 
area of the property. The first resident is 
planned to move in on Wednesday, 15th 
April 2015. We are currently decorating the 
house and making minor alterations to 
meet our needs, this is an exciting new 
development for us.  Over the last four 
years we have had increasing requests for 
both regular and emergency respite (and 
as we rarely have voids plus this type of 
service is not always suitable in a house 
setting) therefore, KASBAH made the  
decision some time ago to find a suitable 
property that is designed to meet this specific need. The new  
property is a large converted bungalow which is tiled with a ginger 
decorative tile on the front so the neighbours call it the ‘Gingerbread 

House’, this name has stuck and will 
now be this site’s official name. We plan 
to have an official opening later in the 
year when we are more settled, for 
more information or to discuss your 
own respite needs, please contact the 
KASBAH office on 01474 536501 of   
contact the Life Skills Co-ordinator – 
Sophie Heath, sheath@kasbah.org.uk. 

mailto:sheath@kasbah.org.uk
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A message from Emma...A message from Emma... 

Hi From meHi From me  
I hope you are all well, we are all working  
positivelyto meet the needs of our new  
property the Gingerbread House and setting  
new targets for the new financial year. If you  
have any thoughts on where you would like to see  
KASBAH develop or improve, I would love to hear from 
you. We are very pleased to inform you that we have  
secured another year’s funding for both DIAL and the 
KASBAH Advisor Service and as such have been able to 
employ a new Advisor, Jon Juniper with a wealth of  
benefits and disability rights information, this will be a 
great accompaniment to Denise in the Advisor team. 
This year’s AGM will be brought forward this year to July, 
the provisional date is Monday, 20th July, further  
information will be available in the next newsletter. 
Please remember we are always here to help and are only 
a phone call away if and when you need us. Best Wishes, 
Emma Carver, Chief Officer   

Hellos...Hellos...  

Katie Finch returns as bank staff.  Other new Katie Finch returns as bank staff.  Other new 
bank staff are, Connor Vincent, Abi bank staff are, Connor Vincent, Abi   
Dehinsilu, Sam Williams, Daniel Grant & Dehinsilu, Sam Williams, Daniel Grant &   

Donna Laffan, welcome every Donna Laffan, welcome every 
body!body!  
More photos to follow in the next More photos to follow in the next 
newsletter.newsletter.  
  
  
  

Abi smiling in the left hand photo, along 
with Connor in the right hand photo. 
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Hellos continued..Hellos continued..  
Jon Juniper joins us this month as a new staff Jon Juniper joins us this month as a new staff 
member, Jon has vast experience of disability member, Jon has vast experience of disability 
benefits, specifically Employment & Support benefits, specifically Employment & Support   
Allowance.  Jon has been representing clients at Allowance.  Jon has been representing clients at 
tribunal stage in a voluntary capacity for over 18 tribunal stage in a voluntary capacity for over 18 
months.  He has been working alongside the months.  He has been working alongside the   
DIAL teamDIAL team——  and to date, we are unaware of any other agency and to date, we are unaware of any other agency 
offering this niche representation service.  Jon has an offering this niche representation service.  Jon has an   
excellent record of 99% of benefits being awarded due to his excellent record of 99% of benefits being awarded due to his   
assistance going through the appeals process.  Jon will continue assistance going through the appeals process.  Jon will continue 
to be part of the DIAL team and will also be assisting Denise to be part of the DIAL team and will also be assisting Denise   
Kilshaw, KASBAH Advisor with membership queries and advice.  Kilshaw, KASBAH Advisor with membership queries and advice.  
Welcome Jon!Welcome Jon!  

Seabrooke HouseSeabrooke House  
Seabrooke House staff and trainees 
would like to congratulate Scott Jones on 
moving into the flat at Janus Court, this is 
a huge achievement and everyone would 
like to wish him the very best! We are also 
happy to say “Welcome Back” to Chantal, 
a staff member, who has returned from 
maternity leave.  
Day Service at Seabrooke House have 

been up to all kinds of  
activities, there has been 
model making, trips to 
Greenwich Park, Power 
Workshops, visits to the 
Driving range, Dartford 
Park and the pub. We are 
also planning a trip to play 
Paintballing and a day out 
to London.  
Best Regards, Catherine 
Kemp 
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Rochester Road 

Rochester Road have been very busy over 
the last month, all the trainees from  
Rochester Road have picked a new  
kitchen which has made it look nice and 
fresh.  Abigail and Katie have been going 

out on  
Fridays 
with  
Naomi and  
Ashley for 
“girls day 
out” which they have really 
enjoyed -  we have been to 
Pizza Express, shopping at 
Bluewater and are arranging 
to go to the cinema.  
All the trainees started to go to Cyclo Park again in 
March so have been able to get back out in the sunshine 
and enjoy themselves as a house team. 
Kind Regards  
Naomi Francis, Life Skills Coach 
 

Old kitchen in blue—new 

fresh kitchen in white. 
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Sophie Heath has been working as a KASBAH advisor for the 
last 6 months. Within this time she has dealt with many  
member issues and organised the KASBAH buddy group in 
addition to developing her own skills and knowledge base. She 
is now moving on to become the Life Skills Co-ordinator at the 
The Gingerbread House. She will be missed as an Advisor and 
we wish her well in her new role.  We are currently recruiting 
for a new Advisor who will be joining us in April.   If in the 
mean time you need support, information or guidance  
please call the Advisor number and if I am not available, leave a message on 
the answer phone and I will contact you upon my return.  Alternatively phone 
head office who will get  a message to me.  Kind regards, Denise Kilshaw 

News from the Advisor ServiceNews from the Advisor Service  
Denise Kilshaw- KASBAH Advisors & Carers Development Officer 
Email dkilshaw@kasbah.org.uk 
Office: 01474 532950 / Mobile: 07795 231546 

Total General Building Property 
Maintenance—a trusted tradesman 
used by KASBAH.  

            
            

The Meeting 
Place Café 
Don’t forget to use your 
Voucher for a free cup of 
tea before July.  Come 
and see us for a tasty hot 
cross bun. Hope to see 
you soon! 

Call for a free  
quotation  
today,  
quoting  
KASBAH. 

Member Cassie Webb  
helping out at a  
Carer Support Event (left 
photo). 
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Short Breaks Short Breaks   
In January, the Short Breaks Team took twenty of our 
young people to see the pantomime ‘Beauty and the 
Beast’ at the Oasthouse Theatre in Rainham.  Young  
people and staff alike had a great evening and the young 
people were delighted to be able to interact with the 
cast.  Some of the cast came up to us afterwards to tell us 
it was the best audience they had had and could we 
come along again next year!  
We had a trip to Renaissance Pottery in Maidstone in 
February, where the young people were able to decorate 
an item of their choice e.g. plate, mug, vase.  These were 
then fired and glazed and the finished product impressed 
us all.  We enjoyed a lunch in Maidstone before heading 
back to Rainham.  
Our young people enjoyed another session in the B & Q 
workshop on Valentine’s Day making a decorative pencil holder.  They were able to  
decorate the holders in a Valentine’s Day theme and they made a lovely present for their 
mums.  We held another workshop at B & Q to make a bin in March, followed by a  
planter and finally a session where the young people will be able to learn basic plumbing.  
Wendy Daws, local artist, came along to our session at the end of February and helped the 
young people make silhouettes of themselves.  She also helped them with spin dying which 
they thoroughly enjoyed  
Rachel Bowman, Short Breaks Coordinator, was presented with a certificate marking her 
nomination for the 2015 Pride in Medway Awards.  The Short Breaks Team nominated the 
staff at B & Q, Gillingham for an award in recognition of their help with our project over a 
number of years.  
Our sessions run on the fourth Saturday of the month at the Millennium Hall in Rainham 
from 11 am to 2 pm.  We are always happy to welcome new members.  Please come 
along and see what we have to offer.  Forthcoming sessions are on 25th April and 23rd 
May.  There is a £2 contribution for young people aged 14 to their 19th birthday, and a £2 
contribution for those aged 19 – 25 per session plus £17.50 for care provision.  Please note 
that young people who attend sessions from outside the Medway Authority area will need 
to pay the extra care provision contribution irrespective of age.  If you have any queries 
please telephone Rachel, Co-ordinator, on 07505 489049 or e-mail us at short-
breaks@kasbah.org.uk  
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Maddison HousMaddison Housee    
Hi All,, as we approach Easter time, there are some exciting prospects coming up at Maddison 
House!  
A new set of table and chairs have been ordered, as well as a pair of brand new sofas (all of 
which have been chosen by the Maddison House residents in a group vote).  
The Maddison House residents whom attend Dramarama looked forward to the Snow White 
drama show on 17th March at The Orchard Theatre, Dartford.  
On 5th March, Maddison House took part in a Bullying Awareness training session  
(coordinated by Victoria), during the training they explored and discussed good and bad 
friendships and influences, understanding the difference between good and bad teasing,  
followed by how to respond to bullying.  
ALSO keep your eyes peeled for Maddison House’s 2nd Birthday preparations…………………..   
Kind regards, Scott Matthews, Life Skills Coach 
 



9  

 

 

 
Watch this space for more information to follow. 
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Planning ahead for when you can't manage your 
money 
Even if you’re able to manage your money yourself now, it can be 
worthwhile thinking about who’d help you if you couldn’t do it 
anymore. If you think you may need permanent help in the future
- You might need ongoing help to manage your money if, for    
example, you’ve been diagnosed with a condition affecting your 
mental capacity – your ability to understand and make your own 
decisions. Or you may simply want to plan ahead. Either way, you 
can set up a legal arrangement that gives someone else the 
right to make decisions about your finances on your be-
half.  Who to choose as your attorney 
Most people appoint their husband, wife, partner, other family member or a close friend as their attorney. 
It must be someone you trust completely. 
Your attorney will take decisions for you, but should always act in your best interests. Your attorney can be 
a company – for example, a firm of solicitors or a bank. Companies will charge a fee for providing this  
service.  Thinking about a power of attorney – checklist 
Choose someone you trust completely 
It’s a good idea to name one or more replacement attorneys who would take over if your first choice 
died or couldn’t act for you any more.  Make sure they’re willing to act for you 
Make sure that you talk over your affairs with them, so that they know what’s involved, what your 
wishes would be and where to find your paperwork, including the power of attorney document itself. 
Register the power of attorney in plenty of time 
It takes several weeks to register and even if you have already lost mental capacity, your attorney 
wouldn’t be able to act for you in that time. So it makes sense to plan in advance. 
Making a power of attorney – your next steps 
In itself, setting up the power of attorney doesn’t take control away from you. It can’t be used until it’s 
been formally registered. You don’t have to register it straight away – you can set up the power of        
attorney now and only get it registered it when it’s going to be needed. 
Remember, your attorney has to act in your best interests after the power of attorney is set up.  
Want to talk?  If you're not sure what to do next our advisors can help you. Our advice line is free and 
confidential. Calls cost the same as a normal call, if your calls are free, it's included.  
Call The Money Advice Service on: 0800 268 986  

 
 

Temple Hill Trust 
The Trust has been working for the residents of the Temple Hill Estate since 1996. We are 
constantly striving to improve the environment and the lives of all residents. Our wide ranging 
work is supported by a large team of talented volunteers.  

Visit http://
www.templehilltrust.org.uk/tht/ 
for more information! 

To find out more visit: http://
www.templehilltrust.org.uk/tht/ 

tel:+44800268986
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West Faversham Community Center  
Monday Youth club 5.30 - 7.30 with Johnathan and Kelly for 11-25 year olds.  
Tuesday Cookery club 4-7 with Kelly and Laura. 
Wednesday 5.30 - 7 for 8-12 year olds, the Jr youth club for both disabled and 
mainstream young people.  
Teen club 7 - 9 for 13 -19 year olds, anyone can attend. The teen has cookery time 
each week. 
Friday from 7 - 10 we have our other youth club for anyone to attend . All clubs 50p 
Ashford Gateway + 
Cooking up Ideas clubs - teen club is from 10 - 12 for 14 - 18 year olds this Saturday 
with Rachel and Ben.  
Brogdale Farm  
Saturday 10 - 1 gardening club, Growing for the future with Kelly and Laura  
Maidsmorton Farm  
Sunday 10 - 1 gardening club, Muddy Puddles with Johnathan and Pete. 
United Reform Church 
Tuesday Chill Out from 3.30 - 5.30.  
Please get in contact with myself or one of the team for further information. 
Kind regards , Sarah, Brogdale CIC 
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 Fun Page Fun Page --  Easter Easter  

Stay in touch... Remember the staff at KASBAH are here to support you. We can be contacted at our 
main office at  
7 The Hive, Northfleet, Kent, DA11 9DE  
- by phone on 01474 536501 or email admin@kasbah.org.uk  
Or if you have any suggestions or comments for up and coming newsletters, please do let us know.  

Newsletters are edited by Mrs Sophie Aiken 


